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"For Olympic and Paralympic Games in Tokyo, which do not hide the dan-
gers of Fukushima" 

The participants in a German-Japanese conference that was held on 14 and 15 September 
2019 in the "Auslandsgesellschaft.de" Dortmund/Germany spoke out “For Olympic and Para-
lympic Games in Tokyo 2020, which do not conceal the problems and dangers of the nuclear 
accident in Fukushima”. 

"If you go to the Olympic and Paralympic Games in Tokyo and Fukushima, you must know 
that those so called ‘Reconstruction Games’ does not help with the reconstruction in Fuku-
shima and Northeastern Japan. On the contrary, Tokyo 2020 is hampering a necessary recon-
struction worthy of the name," said the approximately 50 participants in the meeting, includ-
ing representatives of environmental and medical organizations, anti-nuclear initiatives, sci-
ence and education. 

They criticized the repatriation policy of the Japanese government in previously evacuated 
areas near the damaged nuclear power plant Fukushima Daiichi on the basis of a very prob-
lematic limit value increase for tolerable additional radiation exposure from previously 1 mil-
lisievert to 20 millisievert per year. 

"The fact that the Olympic Torch Relay will be launched in these repatriated areas in Fuku-
shima Prefecture on March 26 next year shows that Tokyo 2020 is not on the side of those 
affected by the nuclear disaster and the more than 40,000 refugees, who still live their life 
separated from their homes. On the contrary the Games are supporting a political system that 
continues to rely on nuclear power and does everything to present the Fukushima disaster as 
manageable and already overcome," the participants said. The media were invited to give due 
weight to those affected by the nuclear disaster in their report on Tokyo 2020. 

The conference was worried about mounting reports about nationalist tendencies in Japan, 
which would have increased significantly, also due to Tokyo 2020. Basic democratic rights 
such as freedom of expression and assembly would be limited in this increasingly nationalist 
climate. It was no coincidence that Japan had recently fallen from 11th to 72nd and currently 
67th place in the ranking of the "Reporters Without Borders" in just a few years. Social pro-
cesses, which are associated with the organization of sporting mega-events, are also responsi-
ble for this decline of democratic culture, according to the participants. 

The German-Japanese Society Dortmund had invited the conference in cooperation with the 
Heinrich Böll Foundation North Rhine-Westphalia. 


